
9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: Geography and Culture (554-569) 
 

Essential Questions: How does geography shape who you are and shape the world today? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Students will be able to 

identify and explain the five 

themes of geography. 

 Geography 

 Location 

 Place 

 Region 

 Movement 

 Interaction 

 Latitude 

 Longitude 

 Equator 

 Prime Meridian 

 Hemispheres 

 Map Projection 

 Robinson, Interrupted, 

Mercator Projections 

 Legend 

 Scale 

 Compass Rose 

 Physical, Political Maps 

 Culture 

 Ethnocentrism 

 Arts and Literature 

 Language 

 Religion 

 Social Organizations 

 Government 

 Economic Systems 

 Customs and Traditions 

 Why Geography is 

Important 

1. Students will analyze text 

and use text-based 

evidence to evaluate how 

geography impacts the 

world today. (9-10.RH.1) 

2. Students will analyze maps 

in order to apply text-based 

evidence. (9-10.RH.7, 9-

10.RH.9) 

 

Geography State Standards 

 

1.  D2. Geo.10.6.8. Analyze 

the ways in which cultural and 

environmental characteristics 

vary among various regions of 

the world. 

 

2.  D2. Geo.6.6-8. Explain how 

the physical and human 

characteristics of places and 

regions are connected to 

human identities and cultures. 

 

 

 

Students will be able to use 

latitude and longitude skills to 

find and plot world locations. 

Students will be able to 

identify and explain different 

map projections. 

Students will be able to use 

map tools to read different 

styles of maps. 

Students will be able to 

identify major world map 

locations. 

Students will be able to 

identify and explain the seven 

elements of culture. 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: World Religions (570-588) 
 

Essential Questions: How does religion shape our world? What are the effects of religion on political, social and cultural institutions? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Students will be able to 

identify and explain the 

major characteristics of the 

world’s major religions 

(Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Judaism, Christianity, and 

Islam). 

See table below  Buddhism (pgs 572-573) 

 Christianity (pgs 574-575) 

 Hinduism (pgs 578-579) 

 Islam (pgs 580-581) 

 Judaism (pgs 582-583) 

 World Religion Maps (pgs 570-571) 

 http://www.mapsofwar.com/images/Religion.swf 

 CR 1:  Battle over Jerusalem (Upfront) 

 CR 2:  Arab Israeli Conflict 

1. Students will compare 

and contrast 

information about 

religions found in 

films, maps, and text. 

(9-10.RH.7, 9-10.RH.9 

2. Students will read an 

article and cite 

evidence to support a 

claim. (9-10.RH.1, 9-

10.RH.2) 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Use maps and other 

data presented visually in 

order to understand 

historical events and 

analyze primary/secondary 

sources 

2.  Compare competing 

historical narratives, 

consider multiple 

perspectives; evaluate 

major debates among 

historians; recognize 

disparities between 

accounts, and establish 

what is probable by 

comparing documents. 

Students will be able to 

compare and contrast 

beliefs and 

characteristics of the 

world’s major religions. 

Students will be able to 

compare and contrast 

information found in 

films, maps, and text to 

explain the impact of 

religion on the modern 

world. 

 

Students will be able to 

make claims and provide 

evidence from secondary 

and primary sources 

 

http://www.mapsofwar.com/images/Religion.swf


 
Monotheism 

Polytheism 

Sects 

Atheism 

Jerusalem 

Secular 

Agnostic 

Pilgrimage 

Clergy 

 Hinduism 

Reincarnation 

Nirvana 

Caste System 

Ganges River 

Karma 

 

Buddhism 

Siddhartha 

Gautama 

Eight Fold Path 

Four Noble 

Truths 

Bodhi Tree 

 

Judaism 

Abraham 

Torah  

Rabbi 

Star of David 

Yom Kippur 

Western Wall 

(Wailing Wall) 

 

Christianity 

Jesus Christ 

New Testament 

Ten Commandments 

Holy Trinity 

Cross 

Easter 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher 

 

Islam 

 Koran (Qur’an) 

 Mecca 

 Mohammed 

 Five Pillars 

 Allah 

 Ramadan 

 Dome of the Rock 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: World War I and the Russian Revolution (Ch 14 267-289) 
 

Essential Questions: What causes conflict? How can technology impact war? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Identify and explain the four 

long-term causes of WWI. 
 Nationalism (270) 

 Imperialism (270) 

 Militarism (271) 

 Alliances (Triple Alliance; 

Triple Entente) (271) 

 Franz Ferdinand (272) 

 Schlieffen Plan (273) 

 Propaganda (274) 

 Western Front (275) 

 Trench Warfare (275) 

 War of Attrition (276) 

 Allied Powers, Central 

Powers (277) 

 Lusitania (277) 

 Zimmermann Note (n/a) 

 Total War (278) 

 Revolution (n/a) 

 Nicholas II (280) 

 Vladimir Lenin (281-282) 

 Bolsheviks (281) 

 Communism (n/a) 

 Armistice (286) 

 Woodrow Wilson (287) 

 Fourteen Points (287) 

 League of Nations (288) 

 Treaty of Versailles (288) 

 Reparations (288) 

 Mandates (289) 

 CR 1 – Letter: 

Assassination at Sarajevo 

 CR 2 – Wilson’s Fourteen 

Points 

 

1. Students will analyze 

primary and secondary 

sources and use text-based 

evidence to compare and 

contrast ideas about the 

war. (9-10.RH.1, 9-

10.RH.9) 

2. Students will analyze 

propaganda posters and 

compare the point of view 

of two of more examples 

and how they treat the 

same topic. (9-10.RH.4, 9-

10.RH.6, 9-10.RH.7, 9-

10.RH.8, 9-10.RH.9) 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Analyze historical texts, 

speeches, statements, letters, 

etc., in terms of rhetorical 

strategies, tone, and inferences 

to determine meaning and 

significance. 

2.  Identify evidence and 

reasoning used in 

primary/secondary sources to 

support the sources claims. 

Explain what triggered WWI 

and why the conflict grew so 

quickly after the assassination 

of Franz Ferdinand. 

Describe the differences 

between the Eastern and 

Western Fronts. 

Evaluate the use and 

development of technology 

during WWI and how it 

impacted the course of the 

war. 

Analyze the impact war has on 

the home front. 

Identify the factors that led to 

the Russian Revolution and 

how it impacted WWI. 

Explain why Communism was 

established in Russia. 

Describe what led to the end of 

WWI. 

Evaluate the effectiveness and 

impact of the treaties and 

decisions made at the end of 

WWI. 



 

9th Grade Contemporary World History: The West Between the Wars (Ch 15 291-309) 
 

Essential Questions: How does economic instability impact politics? How might political change impact society?  

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Identify the global effects of the 

Treaty of Versailles. 
 Inflation (295) 

 Dawes Plan (295) 

 Depression (295) 

 Collective bargaining (297) 

 John Maynard Keynes & 

deficit spending (297) 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt (297) 

 New Deal (297) 

 Totalitarian state (299) 

 Benito Mussolini (299) 

 Fascism (300) 

 New Economic Policy (301-

302) 

 Leon Trotsky (302) 

 Joseph Stalin (302) 

 Five Year Plans (303) 

 Collectivization (303) 

 Authoritarian (303-304) 

 Francisco Franco (304) 

 Spanish Civil War (304) 

 Adolf Hitler (305) 

 Anti-Semitism (305) 

 Nazi (305) 

 Mein Kampf (305) 

 Concentration camps (306) 

 Fuhrer (306) 

 Aryan (306-307) 

 Heinrich Himmler & SS 

(307) 

 Nuremberg laws (308) 

 CR 1: World Depression: 

Road to Wigan Pier (George 

Orwell) 

 CR 2: Hitler on Propaganda: 

Mein Kampf and poster 

1. Students will analyze primary 

and secondary sources and use 

text-based evidence to 

compare and contrast types of 

government, types of 

economic systems, and styles 

of government (see charts from 

Annette). (9-10.RH.1, 9-

10.RH.9) 

2. Students will analyze sources 

to determine the differences 

between types and styles of 

governments. Students will 

provide evidence from the 

sources to support their claims. 

(9-10.RH.4, 9-10.RH.6, 9-

10.RH.7, 9-10.RH.8, 9-

10.RH.9) 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standard 

 

1.  Identify the documents 

audience and purpose, and 

evaluate trustworthiness of 

source. 

2.  Analyze historical texts in 

terms of rhetorical strategies, 

tone, inferences, and their impact 

on intended audience.  

Describe the causes and effects 

of the Great Depression. 

Analyze the political responses 

to the Great Depression. 

Identify and compare/contrast 

different political ideologies 

(totalitarianism vs fascism vs 

authoritarian; communism vs 

socialism; democracy vs 

oligarchy vs parliamentary) 

Compare and contrast different 

economic plans in response to 

the Great Depression.  

Describe the rise of Nazism in 

Germany and its impact on 

society. 

Analyze the strategies Hitler 

used to maintain and grow 

power and control in Germany. 

Explain the anti-Semitic 

policies in Germany and how 

they were used to influence 

public opinion. 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: Nationalism Around the World (Ch 16 311-335) 
 

Essential Questions: How does political control and economic exploitation lead to nationalism movements?  

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Describe the effects of World 

War I on the Ottoman Empire 

(Middle East) including the rise 

Arab nationalism. 

 genocide (315) 

 ethnic cleansing (315) 

 Ataturk (316) 

 Zionist (318) 

 Balfour Declaration (318) 

 Mohandas Gandhi (322) 

 civil disobedience (322) 

 Salt March (322) 

 Chiang Kai-shek (326) 

 Mao Zedong (327) 

 United Fruit Company (331) 

 Good Neighbor Policy (332) 

 authoritarianism (333) 

 oligarchy (333) 

 republic (333) 

 Getulio Vargas (333) 

 CR 1 and 2: Comparing and 

contrasting Mao and Gandhi 

primary sources 

1. Students will analyze 

primary and secondary sources 

and use text-based evidence to 

compare and contrast types of 

government, types of economic 

systems, and styles of 

government (see charts from 

Annette). (9-10.RH.1, 9-

10.RH.9) 

2. Students will analyze 

sources to determine the 

differences between types and 

styles of governments. Students 

will provide evidence from the 

sources to support their claims. 

(9-10.RH.4, 9-10.RH.6, 9-

10.RH.7, 9-10.RH.8, 9-

10.RH.9) 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Refine claims and 

counterclaims appropriately and 

accurately, and be able to evaluate 

claims/counterclaims in primary 

and secondary sources.  

2.  Use evidence to develop a 

claim about the past.  Construct 

arguments using claims and 

evidence from multiple sources 

Identify and describe how 

European imperialism 

motivated African 

independence movements. 

Describe India’s independence 

movement. 

Explain what led to the rise of 

militarism in Japan. 

Analyze the goals of Chiang 

Kai-shek for China’s 

government and economy and 

contrast them with Mao 

Zedong’s goals. 

Explain the effects of U.S. 

influence and the Great 

Depression on Latin America. 

Compare and contrast the 

types of governments and 

economies in Latin America 

between the world wars. 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: World War II and The Holocaust (Ch 17 337-363) 
 

Essential Questions: Why do political actions often lead to war? How does war impact society?  

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Explain Hitler’s motivation for 

German expansion. 
 Demilitarized (341) 

 Appeasement (341) 

 Anti-Comintern Pact (341) 

 Rome-Berlin Axis (341) 

 Annexed (342) 

 The Munich Conference 

(342) 

 Neville Chamberlain (342) 

 Winston Churchill (342) 

 Nazi-Soviet Nonaggression 

Pact (342) 

 Mukden incident (343) 

 Chiang Kai-shek (343) 

 Rape of Nanjing (344) 

 Sanctions (344) 

 Blitzkrieg (345) 

 Maginot Line (345) 

 Vichy France (346) 

 Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(346) 

 Isolationism (346) 

 Neutrality (346) 

 Luftwaffe (346) 

 Battle of Britain (346) 

 Pearl Harbor (348) 

 CR 1:  Dunkirk - The Night 

of the Little Boats 

 CR 2:  Holocaust/Japanese 

Internment  

1. Students will analyze 

primary and secondary 

sources and use text-

based evidence to 

compare and contrast 

historical accounts of 

the war’s events to 

understand the war’s 

impact on civilians and 

the atrocities of the 

Holocaust. (9-10.RH.1, 

9-10.RH.9) 

2. Students will analyze 

the relationship 

between primary and 

secondary sources on 

the same topic. 

Students will provide 

evidence from the 

sources to support their 

claims. (9-10.RH.1, 9-

10.RH.6, 9-10.RH.8, 9-

10.RH.9) 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

Analyze the causes of the war 

and explain the effects of 

alliances.  

 

Identify the alliances and 

analyze the events that 

contributed to the outbreak of 

WWII. 

Explain how WWI affected 

European leaders’ attitude 

toward international 

aggression. 

Identify Germany’s victories 

and defeats in the early years 

of the war. 

Identify and explain the events 

leading to U.S. entry into the 

war. 

Analyze how the U.S. 

involvement changed the war. 

Compare and contrast how the 

war impacted civilians on 

various home fronts.  

Describe the roles of women 

during the war. 



Analyze the purpose of and 

effectiveness of bombing 

civilian populations. 

 Hideki Tojo (348) 

 Gen. Erwin Rommel (349) 

 Battle of Midway (349) 

 Gen. Douglas MacArthur 

(349) 

 Island hopping (349) 

 Economic mobilization 

(350) 

 Kamikaze (352) 

 Blitz (353) 

 Heinrich Himmler (355) 

 Final Solution/Genocide 

(356) 

 Einsatzgruppen (356) 

 Auschwitz (356) 

 D-Day (359) 

 Dwight D. Eisenhower 

(359) 

 Battle of the Bulge (360) 

 Iwo Jima and Okinawa 

(361) 

 Harry S. Truman (361) 

 Manhattan Project (361) 

 Emperor Hirohito (362) 

 Cold War (362) 

 Ideological (362) 

 Potsdam Conference (363) 

1.  Use evidence to develop a 

claim about the past.  

Construct arguments using 

claims and evidence from 

multiple sources (maps, 

photographs, texts). 

Analyze strategies Hitler used 

to establish a new order in 

Europe. 

Explain how Hitler’s views on 

race led to genocide. 

Describe the effects of the 

Holocaust (include what life 

was like in concentration 

camps and death tolls). 

Analyze strategies Japan used 

to conquer peoples in Asia to 

establish a new order. 

Explain the events leading to 

the defeat of the Axis powers. 

Analyze the global effects of 

the atomic bomb. 

Describe the sequence of 

events that led to the Cold 

War. 

 

Students will be able to make 

claims and provide evidence 

from secondary and primary 

sources 

 
 

 

 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: The Cold War (Ch 18 365-381) 
 

Essential Questions: How did differences in political ideologies cause the Cold War? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Analyze why the U.S. and the 

Soviet Union became political 

rivals after WWII. 

 Liberated (368) 

 The Truman Doctrine 

(369) 

 Marshall Plan (369) 

 Satellite states (369) 

 Policy of containment 

(369) 

 Berlin Airlift (370) 

 West Germany/East 

Germany (370) 

 NATO vs Warsaw Pact 

(371) 

 Korean War (371) 

 Arms race (371) 

 Sputnik (372) 

 Nikita Khrushchev (372) 

 Berlin Wall (372) 

 Chiang kai-shek (373) 

 Mao Zedong (373) 

 People’s Liberation Army 

(373) 

 Collectivized (374) 

 Great Leap Forward (374) 

 Communes (374) 

 Permanent revolution (374) 

 CR 1:  Kennedy’s Berlin 

Speech 

1. Students will be able to 

assess the extent to which 

the reasoning and 

evidence in a text supports 

the authors claims. 

2. Students will be able to 

analyze  how a text uses 

structure to emphasis key 

points or advance an 

explanation or analysis. 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Analyze historical texts, 

speeches, statements, letters, 

etc., in terms of rhetorical 

strategies, tone, inferences, to 

determine meaning and 

significance.   

2.  Identify evidence and 

reasoning used in 

primary/secondary sources to 

support the source’s claims. 

Analyze the effects of the 

increased tensions between the 

superpowers. 

Compare and contrast the 

effects of Mao’s economic 

policies created to establish a 

classless society. 

Analyze the steps Mao used to 

sustain his permanent 

revolution with the goal of 

creating a classless society. 

Identify and explain how the 

Cold War impacted China. 

Describe how the Soviet 

Union and the U.S. used proxy 

wars in other countries to 

expand their influence. 

Analyze the causes of the 

Korean War, the Cuban 

missile crisis, and the Vietnam 

War. 

Analyze the effect the Korean 

War had on U.S. foreign 

policy. 



Explain how the arms race 

contributed to the Cuban 

missile crisis. 

 Great Proletarian Cultural 

Revolution (374) 

 Little Red Book (374) 

 Deng Xiaoping (375) 

 Red Guard (375) 

 Richard Nixon (376 & 381) 

 Proxy war (377) 

 38th parallel (378) 

 John F. Kennedy (379) 

 Fidel Casto (379) 

 Bay of Pigs (379) 

 Ho Chi Ming (380) 

 Viet Cong (381) 

 Lyndon B. Johnson (381) 

 Domino theory (381) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: Independence and Nationalism in the Developing World  

(Ch 19 383-409) 
 

Essential Questions: How did religious, cultural, geographic, and economic factors impact the developing world (during the Cold 

War)? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Analyze how India emerged as 

an independent country. 
 Jawaharlal Nehru (386) 

 Principle of nonalignment 

(387) 

 Indria Gandhi (387) 

 Mother Teresa (387) 

 Sikhs (387) 

 Rajiv Gandhi (387) 

 Aung San Suu Kyi (389) 

 Zionists (391) 

 Gamal Abdel Nasser (392) 

 Pan-Arabism (392) 

 Anwar el-Sadat (393) 

 Palestine Liberation 

Organization (PLO) (393) 

 Yasir Arafat (393) 

 Intifada (393) 

 Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini (394) 

 Saddam Hussein (395) 

 Taliban (395) 

 Osama bin Laden (395) 

 Al-Qaeda (395) 

 African National Congress 

(397) 

 CR 1:  The Apartheid 

 CR 2:  The Six Day War 

1. Students will be able to 

analyze in detail a series 

of events described in a 

text; determine whether 

earlier events caused later 

ones or simply preceded 

them. 

2. Students will be able to 

integrate quantitative or 

technical analyze (e.g., 

charts research data) with 

with qualitative analyze in 

in print or digital text. 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Students will be able to 

refine claims and 

counterclaims appropriately 

and accurately, and be able to 

evaluate claims/counterclaims 

in primary and secondary 

sources. 

 

Analyze the effects of 

independence in new 

Southeast Asian countries. 

Analyze the causes and effects 

of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Explain how the move toward 

self-determination created 

turmoil among the countries of 

the Middle East. 

Analyze how Islam has 

influenced society and culture 

in the Middle East. 

Analyze what caused 

economic and political 

challenges in newly 

independent African nations. 

Compare and contrast African 

culture in cities and rural areas 

and describe the influence of 

the West on African life. 

Explain how U.S. and Soviet 

Union involvement in Latin 

American countries led to 

increased instability. 



Describe the effects the Cuban 

Revolution had on Cuba’s 

relations with the U.S. 

 Apartheid (398) 

 Nelson Mandela (398) 

 Pan-Africanism (398) 

 Organization of African 

Unity (398) 

 HIV/AIDS (399) 

 PRI (405) 

 Privatization (405) 

 Trade embargo (405) 

 Somoza regime (406) 

 Augusto Pinochet (407) 

 Juan Peron (408) 

 Cartels (408) 

 Megacities (409) 

 Magic realism (409) 

2.  Students will be able to 

analyze historical texts, 

speeches, statements, letters, 

etc., in terms of rhetorical 

strategies, tone, and inferences 

to determine meaning and 

significance.   

Analyze the similar 

experiences Central American 

countries had during the Cold 

War. 

Describe political and 

economic changes in Chile, 

Argentina, and Colombia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9th Grade Contemporary World Studies: A New Era Begins (Ch 21 429-451) 
 

Essential Questions: What role did political, economic, and social factors play in the decline of totalitarian regimes? 

Objectives Key Terms & People Close Reading CCSS Emphasis 

Analyze the effects of 

Gorbachev’s reforms in the 

Soviet Union. 

 Mikhail Gorbachev (432) 

 Perestroika (432) 

 Glasnost (432) 

 Intermediate-Range INF 

Treaty (433) 

 Ronald Reagan (433) 

 Boris Yeltsin (434) 

 Vladimir Putin (435) 

 Dmitry Medvedev (435) 

 Slobodan Milosevic (436) 

 Ethnic cleansing (436) 

 European Union (437) 

 Berlin Wall (438) 

 Angela Merkel (438) 

 Budget deficits (439) 

 NAFTA (439) 

 Postmodernism (440) 

 Popular culture (440) 

 Cultural imperialism (440) 

 Four Modernizations (441) 

 Tiananmen Square 

demonstrations (442) 

 One-child policy (443) 

 Deflation (444) 

 Kim Jong Il (444) 

 Kim Jong Un (445) 

 Hosni Mubarak (447) 

 CR 1: Escape from North 

Korea 

 CR 2:  The Fall of the 

Soviet Union 

1. Students will be able to 

assess the extent to which 

the reasoning and 

evidence in a text support 

the author’s claims. 

2. Students will be able to 

analyze in detail a series 

series of events described 

described in a text; 

determine whether earlier 

earlier events caused later 

later ones, or simply 

preceded them. 

 

Social Studies/Historical 

Thinking Standards 

 

1.  Students will be able to use 

maps and other data presented 

visually in order to understand 

historical events and analyze 

primary/secondary sources. 

2.  Students will be able to 

analyze historical texts, 

speeches, statements, letters, 

etc., in terms of rhetorical 

strategies, tone, inferences, and 

their impact on intended 

audience.   

Describe how popular 

revolutions affected 

Communist regimes in Eastern 

Europe. 

Explain how the fall of the 

Soviet Union affected Eastern 

Europe. 

Explain how American 

popular culture relates to the 

idea of cultural imperialism. 

Analyze and describe the 

political, social, and cultural 

trends in Western Europe and 

North America after the Cold 

War. 

Analyze the social and 

economic changes and 

progress in China and describe 

how Chinese leaders have 

repressed political change. 

Describe the causes and effects 

of Japan’s economic recession. 

Compare and contrast the 

political systems and 

economies of North and South 

Korea. 



Describe challenges countries 

in Sub-Sahara Africa have 

faced since the Cold War. 

 Muammar al-Qaddafi (447) 

 Jurisdictions (448) 

 Laurent Gbagbo (449) 
Explain the role religion has 

played in recent African 

conflicts. 

Analyze political and 

economic changes in India and 

Pakistan. 

Describe recent economic and 

political issues in Latin 

America. 
 


